
F EDERA L C OM M UNIC ATIO N S C O MMISSIO N 

W A S H IN G T O N 

OFF'ICE 01' 

THE CHA IRMAN 

The Honorable Alan Lowenthal 
U.S. House of Representatives 
108 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lowenthal: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the ful l disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cuiTent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, [have focused on expanding the public's 
access to infotmation about political adve1tising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Fuiiher, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the onjjne file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cuiTent "editorial control'' definition and 
will shine more SWllight on political and issue adve11ising. I appreciate ful ly that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i:feiKL 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUN IC ATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASH INGTON 

OFFI CE OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Nita M. Lowey 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2365 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Lowey: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for yom letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Yom views are very impmtant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the pubHc' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rul.es expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing yom views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i::Y~L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C O MMUN ICATIO N S C O MMISSIO N 

W AS H IN GT O N 

O FFICE OF 
THE CHAI RMAN 

The Honorable Ben Ray Lujan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2446 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lujan: 

March 10,2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Yow- views are very important, and l appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cun-ent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cun-ent "editorial. control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve11ising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~Ui~l 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDE RAL C O MMUNICATIO N S COMMISSIO N 

W ASH INGT O N 

O F F ICE O F 
THE CH A I R M A N 

The Honorable Michelle Lujan Grisham 
U.S. House of Representatives 
214 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 2051 5 

Dear Congresswoman Lujan Grisham: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission bas yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect yom suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe' of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the/ 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, televisio~roadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 201'6, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include/ efable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 1 70 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely, I / / 

]!;:" /A)lf<I ~ 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C OMM U NICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHI N GTON 

Ol"flC E OF 

THE CHAIFIMAN 

The Honorable Stephen F. Lynch 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2369 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lynch: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensme the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate yom sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeiling, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, 1 have focused on expanding the publfo's 
access to information about political adve1tising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponso1ing organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 20 14, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve1tisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satel lite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editoriaJ control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

T klfc-l 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS C OMM I SSION 

W ASH IN GTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Carolyn B. MaJoney 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2308 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Maloney: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the fu ll disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very imp01tant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cunent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chainnan of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve1tising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement 's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fuJly that you believe the 
Commission should go faither. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i2~L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUN !CATIONS COMM I SSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Sean Patrick Maloney 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1529 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Maloney: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As yow· Jetter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to infom1ation about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-;2iJ?<L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL COMMU N ICATIONS C OM MI SS ION 

W AS HINGTON 

OFFICE Of' 
THE CHAl~MAN 

The Honorable Doris Matsui 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2311 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Matsui: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter w·ging the Commission to ensure the full disclosm·e of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very impot1ant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cunent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

:;2ui-l 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C OMM U NICATIONS COMM I SS ION 

W AS H INGTON 

O F FI C E OF 

l H E C HAIRMAN 

The Honorable Betty McCollum 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2256 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman McCollum: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political adve.rtisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cwTent definition of "editorial controP' is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online fi le requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve1tising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~ki-L 
Tom Wheeler 



F E D ERAL COMMUNICATIONS C OMM I SS ION 

W ASHINGT O N 

OFFI C E OF 
T H E C HAIRMAN 

The Honorable Jim McDem10tt 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1035 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman McDermott: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for yow· letter urging the Conunission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your Jetter indicates, the current definition of ''editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we shou.ld conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political an,d issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i;:it£-L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OF"F'ICE OF" 
T HE C HAIRMAN 

The Honorable Jim McGovem 
U.S. House of Representatives 
438 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman McGovern: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for yow- letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosw·e of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As yow· letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. 1 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For exan1ple, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i!:kif<L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL COMMUNICATION S COM MI SS ION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE O F 
T H E C H AIRMAN 

The Honorable Jerry McNemey 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2265 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman McNerney: 

March 10, 201 6 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to info1mation about political adve1tising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve1tising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the repo1ting under the cunent "editorial conn·ol" definHion and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fu lly that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 1 70 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely1 / j 

J;:UJi~I~ 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUN !CATIONS COMMISSION 

WASH INGTON 

OF'FICE OF 

T H E CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Gregory W. Meeks 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2234 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Meeks: 

March 1 0, 2 0 16 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and J appreciate your sbal.'ing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, T have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political adverti.sing. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection fi le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016. the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cuITent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-i::kJ;c_l 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISS ION 

WASHIN GTON 

OF"FICE OF 

THE CHA IRMAN 

The Honorable Grace Meng 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1317 Longw01ih House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Meng: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for yow- letter w·ging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of poli tical advertisements. Your views are very impmiant, and l appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cunent defmition of ' 'editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the defirution. [ 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve1tising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve1iisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the rep01iing under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing yow· views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~JJ~L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATION S COMMI SS ION 

WASH INGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE C HAIRMAN 

The Honorable Gwen Moore 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2245 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Moore: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter w·ging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very impo11ant, and I appreciate yam sharing them 
with me. 

As your Jetter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the pubUc's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve1tisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the CWTent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not Jost. 

-i:k£_L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATION S COMMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

Of'l'ICE OF 

T H E C HAIF!MAN 

The Honorable Seth W. Moulton 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1408 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Moulton: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of spo11Sors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your shru'ing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. 1 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to info1mation about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission 's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
ru·e required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cwTent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 1 70 members of congress is a 
s ignificant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely, / / j 

);:Uf/f<IL-. 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL COMMU N ICATIONS C O MMISSION 

W AS H INGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE C H A I RMf<N 
March 10, 2016 

The Honorable Pete Aguilar 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1223 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Aguilar: 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full d isclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chauman of the Commission, f have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, te levision brnadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shjne more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
signi ft cant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~~L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C OM MUNICAT IONS COMMISSION 

W ASHINGT O N 

OFFICI! OF 
TfiE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Brad Ashford 
U.S. House of Representatives 
107 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Ashford: 

March I 0, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. l 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, J have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to in formation about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement ' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. l appreciate fu lly that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that l 70 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-;?kAL 
Tom Wheeler 



FED ERA L C O MMUN ICATIO N S C O MMISSION 

W AS H INGT O N 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHA I RMAN 

The Honorable Karen Bass 
U.S. House of Representatives 
408 Cannon House Office Bujldi:ng 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Bass: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. 1 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and 1 respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political adve1tising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve1tisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio Licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~Mfc-L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C O MMUN ICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFF ICE OF 
T H E: C H A IR MA N 

The Honorable Joyce Beatty 
U.S. House of Representatives 
133 Cannon House Ofiice Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congresswoman Beatty: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for yom letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As yow- letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial contTOl" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chai1man of the Commission, l have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

-;;;kkL 
Tom Wheeler 


